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behind, a drugged handkerchief stuffed into her 
nlouth, and she was dragged into the bracken 
off the high road across a Surrey 
heath. There she was outraged, and 
when she recognised her assailant, he tried 
to pour poison down her throat, fortunately 
without much success. Chiefly because of the 
attempt to poison he got seven years. I think 
it should have been for life. 

If such is the condition of things as they are 
kiiown, what number of cases are there un- 
~ I I O W I I  ? If there are 337 cases yeportcd during 
ii year, how very many hunclreds are there un- 
reported Pe t  men who are supposed to pro- 
tect the n7eak take every advantage of that 
weakness. Governments come and go, yet 
this terrible evil remains unchecked. Why 
have not these cases been put in the same 
category as murder :’ Do our law-makers con- 
sider it vorse to  kill the body than to outrage 
its honojir aiicl sully its soul? 

It is useless to try, as some may do, to 
blame foreigners ; only one culprit among all 
the reported cases for 1907 n7as an alien. 

These men, who defile women and violate 
their own offspring, are British. They have 
the power of helping to make the laws which 
me women must obey, and, judging from these 
statistics, nialce them as easy as possibe for 
the indulgence of their on7n lusts. 

If this is not so, why must cases be insti- 
tuted within sis months of the offence? Why 
must a child, whose whole moral and physical 
nature has been so recently outraged, be sub- 
jected to cross-esamination by a lawyer (a 
man) upon so delicate a matter? 

And, lastly, how is it possible to espect cor- 
rohorative evidence in the majority of such 
cases ? 

If such a state of things is the result of 
the absolute political pon7er of men, the sooner 
\omen have votes the better it mill be for the 
nation, ancl t,he sooner r i l l  its moral and phy- 
sical condition be improved. --- 

LEGAL MATTERS. 
At the Leicester Assizes last week, the miscreant, 

John IVilliam Glenii, a shoemaker, of Melton N o n -  
bray, was sentenced to fifteen years’ penal servi- 
tilde for his most brutal assault upon Miss Mary 
Jordan, ‘d. 1iospital nurse, which me reported last 
Jveek. The wliole circumstances were too terrible, 
alld we offer our most sincere sympathy t o  Miss 
Jordan in hcr fearful suffering. The fact is 
tliat ia Christian England it is not safe for women 
to mallr alone on country roads even in the day- 
time, allcl i t  is doubly dangerous after dark. Mild 
animals of the type of Glenn, when convicted of 
their appalling crimes, should be kept under con- 
trol for life, ancl the public safeguarded from them 
as from dangerous IuI-rtics. 
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